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icist, it will decide the issue. If anyone
jasires to (110us the N'ote, hie must do
o now, or lie will not have the opportun-

ity.
The MlINISTER1 FORi JUSTICE: You

have arrived at that decision since I spoke.
The CHAIRMNAN: That is mny ruling

now.
The MALNKISTEFI FO11 JUSTICE: I ain

surprised at that ruling. The Chairman
said 1 would have t. Suitable opp)ortunity
to reply. Now, by your altered ruling-, youi
Say that the general debate canl continlue. I
will bow to your ruling, hut I will have no
opplortunity to reply to other statements.
That is not fihe proper way to carry on. the
lousiness of the Committee.

Rion. P. 1), FERGUSON: I Mould ask
the Minister, when hie replies-

The Minister for Justic3e: L cannot reply'
at all, in view of the Chairman's ruling.

lHon. P. 1). FERGUSON: I want the
Minlister to give ine some informnation re-
garding witness fees.

The Minister for Justice: I will be out
of order if I reply.

lIon. 1P. 1). FERGUSON: Leavc that to
the Chairman to decide.

The Minister for Justice: He has decided.
Ron. P. D, FERGUSON: The scale of

witness fees has been in existence since the
early days, and it is altogether inequitable
now. I had occasion to give evidence in a
case sonic timne ago and other witnesses in-
eluded an auctioneer, a foreman carpenter,
a farmer and a farmi labourer, The auic-
tioneer was reg-arded as a professionial man
and was paid £1 Is. The foreman carpenter
received fl. Is. 1, as a farmer, received 15s'
and the farmn labourer re-eiVed 10s. or 12s.
A farmer ma 'y lie Subpoenaed to give evi-

-dene when he is in the middle of hnrvest-
in, seeding- or shearing, and he should be
entitled to receive at least as much as the
professional man or the carpenter. Such
payments fail to recognise the relative im-
portanee of wxitnesses, I ask the Minister
to give the matter consideration with a vi ev
to seeing- that a scale of charges that will
he more equitable is adopted.

Amendment (that the "Vote be reduced by
£1) put, and a division taken with the fol-
lowing result--

Noes

Majority aga inst

13

Mi r. I~riguson
,Mr. [nihain
Air. MoLe rty
Mr. Mann
Mr. Mlarshmll
Mr. North
Mr. Patrick

Mr, Boyle
Mir, Clothier
ASr. Gavrner
Mr. Cross
A]ir. Fox
Mr. Jobnna
Mr. T.anib-r4

Mr. McDonald

AreS'F
Mir. Raphael
Mr. Seward
M r. Thorn
Mtr. Waitsc
MIr. Welsh
Mr. Doney

A.

7, r. Piloajo
Mr. Neecibam
Sir. Nulsen
?Mfr. Rodoreda
Mr. P. C. L. S1111l,
Mr. Willcock
Mr. Wi se
Mr. Wensbrougb

(TIl T.~.r)

P~NA.
I Mr.Cole

Amendment thus negatived.

',late put And passed.
Progrress reported.

BILL-NDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Rcturnr'l from the Council without amendl-
nient.

Tic use adjoun ed at 11.5 p.m.

1&giB[nitive Countcil,
Tuesday, 75.51 October, 1.93.

Assent to Dils...........................1066
Qssstlons: Agricultural flaknk-i, Rsignation or

0 . 3117. Cornell ;2, Motor car leet ; 5, Comn
missloners' appointmient................1057

Select Comnmittee : Constitution Acts Amendment Act,
1800, Amendment Bill, extension of time .. 1057

Bills :rinancial Emergency Act Amendment, In. 108?
Brands Act Amendmetnt, 3a............1087
Droving Act Amendment, 31a...........1087
Rtural 2elief Fund, further recoin............1087
Traffic Act Amendmetnt, Cons................1092

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pin., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Mfessages from the tieot-Governor re-
cived and read notifying assent to the fol-
lowing Bills:-

- .1, Cremation Act Aieliment.
4 2, Land Tax and Income Tax.

- 3, fIdustrial. Arbitration Act Amendment.
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4, 1 .enintle - (Skinner-street) Dlisused
Cemetery Amendment.

5, Trustees' Powers Anmendmenit.

6, Forests Act Amendment.

QUESTIONS (3)-AGRICULTURAL

BANK.

Resqignation of 0. 31. Cornell.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER asked thle Chief
Secretary: 1, Upon w-hat date did George
Mfetedith Cornell (No. 547, Public Service
IList, 19:34) resign from the Agricultu ral
Bank staff? 2. -Whjo approved the resigna-
tie,, ? 3, upon w'ha t dlate was the resigna-
tion gazetted?

Thle CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
2, and 3, The resigniation "-as submitted, to
date from 15th April, 1935. It wIas referred
to the Minister, who is now oat of the State.

Motor Car Fleet.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, How miany mnotor ears have the
Ag-ricultural Batik Caommission purchased,
since assnining, office, for use by-(a) Com-
missioners: (b) district mianagers; (c) chief
insipectors; (dl) field inspctors? 2, What
was the total purchase cost of motor ears
in each categ-Ory ? :3, Do all Agricultural
Baitk motor cars, other thani those, owned
by district mana~gers and field inspectors arid
ran b3,y theta onl a paid mileage basis, carry
tile 0 overnaient isurnber pl1ate? 4, If niso,
wiv 'v not? 5, How tnan v motor ears were
in use at the head office of thre Batik, whetn
thle ex-trustees relinquished office bv---(a)
the ex-trustees; (b) the hecad office staff
other than field inspectors attached thereto?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
(a) Two; (b) Two: (c) Two; (d) One. 2,
(a) £790 ; (b) £484 (replacements) ; (c)
X67.5; (di) £219 (under putrchase arrange-
ment h ' inspector). 3, Yes. . 4, Answered
by 3. 5. (a) Nil. Branch managers' ears
used; (b) One.

Cornmtis.iners' A4ppointment.

lion. A. THOMSON asked the Chief
Secretary' : On what date were the Agrieni-
minIl Bank Commissioners appointed?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: On
the 18th March, 1935.

CONSTITUTION ACTS AMENDMENT
ACT, 1899, AMENDMENT BILL
SELECT COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time.

On motion by Hon. J1. Nicholson, the time
for bringing up the report was extended to
Tuesday, the 29th October.

BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received froms the Assemibly and read a
first tino.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Brvands Act Amendment.
2, 1Droving Act Amenmnt.

Retarned to thle Assembly with a mend-
inents.

BILL-RURAL RELIEF FUND.

Further Recommital.

Onl motion by Hon. H. V. Piesse, Bill
recommitted for the further consideration
of Clause 10.

jib Comm,,ittee'.
Hon'. J. Cornell in the Chair: the lHon-

oratY Minister in charge of tile Bill.
Clause 10-Formi of relief:
114I.n. H. V. 'JESSE: I move an aniend-

'rit in, Su~elauso 1. after the word 'Pr.-
ritdal, ' line 8, there 1)e inserted ''that the
htruStees naZy rmoit the pavnliffiit Of OmV instil-'
tibeit or part tie roof, and rniY~ relo.Ca 'w lie
f a rier eo lic ibed from iiitl payiic- (if tIii in -
stalinenit or piart thereof so rein itted; and pm o-

The object of the i-la use is to cinpi e l t~v&Ihe
trustees to insist uiponti Ue rtu r' paymnt
ot money advanced if they so think fit.
The power of thle t rudees in this matter
shoildc not he curtailed. lIcta use there is no
cmnarantee that the p~rices of lptinlry IprO.
lutt will hie maintained. Thle trustees.
,accordingly, should have power to decide
whether fa rmers to whoin none' is advanced
.iuld b~e re',ni red to Vepaiv if that would
rrpre-eat Lrefit hardship to them.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I must
op2rsO the smendmnent. wvhich I regard as
,uielv a v.-riation of a previous proposal.

The amiont to be repaid, antd in what in-
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stalments, are matters arrived at only after
',xliaustive consideration of thle farmer's
.Iosi lion, arid wvilI be fixed by, thle trustees urn
their estimation of thle producti vi tv of Inis
farmr.

Hon. 1-1. V. Piesse: But there is no
guarantee that the present prices will bie
m aintdai ned.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Thle rate
of instalment willI be such as, in the trustees'
op)inin, tire farmer wvill be able to meet
without hardship. If hie should comec u1pon
still harder times and remain unable to meet
the instalments, no prtessure would lue put
onl him. The trustees wvill have ipower to
control the paymient of instalments. More-
over such payment is to be spread over a
period of not less than 20 years, during
which, it may reasonably be assumed, there
wvill be a season or seasons when thing-s
would not go as we would like them to go
wvith an indi vidual farmer; and the trustees
w-ill then have power to postpone paYmnent
of instalments or, if necessary, to extend
the period of payment.

Hon. 3. Nicholson: Mr. Piesse's amend-
ment would give the trustees a much wider
power to remit.

Tue HONORARY MINISTE-R: Yes, and
I amn afraid th at if wve gave them that power
wve would be placing upon them a responi-
bility which they night not be prepared to
accept; for it is conceivable that they would
be besieged by numerous farmers to wil- e
any reqspotsi hili I it in resi bet of thipe adl-
I a ices. The tren inen t of farmers by the
trustees will be sympathetic.

Hon. H. V. l'IESSE : The farmer's mnorale
to-day is such that where lie c-anl be given
relief it should lie g-iven to him. Tire trus-
tees are being vested with great powers, and(
surely we e-n give thetm this additional
power. During the last two or three wreeks
I have been approached by a eonmnilvit
oif farmners, who said, "e do0 nrot want t'o
esca pe jpaymlent of our debts, hut we want
our indebted ness writteni down by the Agri-
cultural Kirk. We dto nort wish to take ad-
vantage of thle p)lopoised legislal ion." Those
farmers have not mainy outside debts. The
money here in q~uestion is being given to
Western Austr-alia as a free girt. Let uts
vest the trustees with unfettered powver to
decide whether the money should be repaid]
by farners.

Hon. T. MOORE: I have come to the eon-
chv~inn that the amendment hold be ear-

tied, seeing- that we have already given the
trustees wide powers to set up conditions
that the farmer- is expected to live upt to.
Before getting an advance, a foirmer is sup-
posed to be able to make good. The trustees
wvill base their demands for pa)'yfllCflt of in-
stabments on a normal year-, alld the
indivi dual farmner will be able to meet t hose
insialhrlents in a normal year. However, no
[)atit of the Bill lpro~ ide, for an adverse
heriod, such as we a re sure to enconater-
In tart, tile p~resenlt season is judt as had fin
pati of Western Australia as was, the
.season of 1.914. The amendment merely
prhop)oses a power which should bile given to
the trustees-power to meet tile s itulation
which has arisen this year. -AMany people do
not realise that this year there will be a c-on-
siderable shiortage of water and feed for
sto.k. Where darns ale relied tuonl, farmers
will be extremely short of water. No harm
w~ha tever canl result from thle carryi ng of
the amndment.

The CITAILIMAN: Has -Mr. Piesse read
Clause 9?

Hon. H. V. Piesse: I have i-earl all tflip

clauses very carefully-'
The CHAIR-MAN: Does not tire hon.

member propose, by hiis arlerinellt, to re-
p)eat in Clause 10 what is vontained in
Clause 0 ? Clause 9 provides that thle truls-
tees shall have unfettered dis.-retiorl in re-
gard to the advancing of fund, to farmers
for the purpose of the nmeasur-e, hutt tiat no
advance shall b)e made to anv farmier who
has not, in the trustees' opinion01, A reasonl-
able prospect of carrinhg on his farming
operations suc-cessfully if assisted uinder- the
measure, and so forth. The hon. mnember's
amendment repeats that.

Hon. H. V. Piesse; Nothlin, of fire sort.
Thre CHAIR-MAN: 1 say it is somrethinrg

of thle sort.
Hon. H. V. Piesse: 1 beg, to differ from

you. 11r. OClai riman.
The CHA IMAN : T leave the matter to

the g ood sense of thep Committee. I will not
rule thle amendment out. Clause 9 declares
that thep trustees shall be unfettered. The
hotn. mlember 11ow proposes to fetter them.

Hon. 1I. V. PIESSE: As Mr. Moore ha
pointed out how do we know what kind of
seasons are in front of us and what the re-
turns will be? This year our yield will be
down 50 per cent. My desire is to give the
trustees unfettered power.
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Hon. J. NLCHOLSON: Whilst I appre-
ciate what Mr, Piesse desires to accomplish
lby the ameinment I ag-ree with the Chair-
nian's observation that the amendment
wVould be opposed to the general spirit of
the Bill; hut I go further and sayv that we
dre dealing with a method of leg-islation here
which is distinctly novel. A certain sumi
has been allocated to thlis State by the Comn-
mnonwealth for specific purposes, and it is
necessary that leg-islation be drafted to deal
with it. Clause 12 sets out precisely what
is intended. It tells us that all advances re-
paid from time to time under the Act shall
be paid into the Lund at the Treasury and
may then be re-employed under the provi-
sions of the Act in granting assistance to
farmers.

H1on. A. Thomson: That was not provided
for in the Federal Act.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There is some
provision in the Federal Act to that effect.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Victoria and South
Australia have disregarded the Federal
Act.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: They should not
have done so, because it may affect them
seriously in receiving- their quota of the
grant. I urge M.Nr. Piesse to allow this to
work out its own salvation. We wrant to
learn by experience and see how it is going
to operate. The legislation will have a re-
actionary effect in a way we little expect,
and in the interests of the farmers we
should bear in mind the spirit surrounding
the granting of this money. The idea is to
help tanners over the stile, but if we leave
the door open before we have experimented
sufficiently with the Bill, we may exhaust
the whole of the fund, no farmer will be
henefited, and so we shall find ourselves;
deeper in the mire than before. We shonldI
not exhaust all the fnnds.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: We are not trying, to
exhaust the funds.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There will lie a
grave risk if power such as is proposed is
inserted in the Bfll.

Hon. C. H. WIT TENOOM: I 'hope the
trustees will be given the power proposed by
the amendment. It is a most important
amendment and I intend to support it. The
nioney is a free gift to this State.

The CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to
do with the amendment.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I consider
that the power given to the trustees should

he sufficient to enable them to decide this
point.

Hon. J. J. HOLMNES: InteresL and sink-
lug- fund will ha-ve to be paid, and who will
pay it? The people of the Commonwealth.
Clause 12 distinctly makes provision for the
repayment of the money. My particular
objection to the amendment is that we arc
Putting too much responsibility on tile trus-
tees. With the clause amended as is pro-
posed, imiagine two thousand farmers having
the right of appeal. The trustees would
never get anywhere. I agree with -Mr.
Nicholson that the amendment is dangerous,
and I shall vote against it.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Mr. Nicholson de-
clared that if the amendmnent. were passed
the money might not be provided and we
would not be carrying out the ideas of the
Fedcral Government.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I did not say that.
The CHAIR-MAN: 'Mr. Nicholson said

that we were bound to carry out the ideas
of the Federal Government.

Hon. G. W. -MILES: I hope the Commit-
tee! willI not agree to the amendment. The
trustees will have power to postpone pay-
ment. The depression is not going to last
for ever, and the farmers may be the most
prosperous people in the community in five
or 10 years' time and muay be in a position
to pay. The trustees have power to post-
pone. and no interest will he paid. If a
cycle of good seasons should occur the farm-
ers will repay their liabilities and the fund
will be established for further assistance he-
iag given in the event of another crisis.

The HONORARY 'MINTISTER: No one
will deny that a large number of deserving1
farmers are having a very bad time this
season. and as a result may have a hard
time next season. The Bill provides that
there shall be 110 repayments for three years.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: How can we guaran-
tee good seasons for three years 9

The HONORARY 'MINISTER. No one
would attemipt that. Some members are
trying to get ahead of themselves when
the y talk, as they have been doing this
afternoon. The Federal.-Act provides for
the repayment of advrqees into the fund
created hr the Bill: in other words, it
provides for a permanent fund for assis-
tance to farmers and any man placed in
the responsible position of trustee of a
fund of this kind can be trusted to do
the right thing&. We should he prepared to
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give the trustees our confidence to that
extent, and having done that we have ga)ne
far enoughl. If cireunistances should get
worse to the extent that farmers require
further assistance above what they will
get under the Bill in the first place, and
it is necessary to give the trustees fur-
ther power, I do not think this House will
stand inl tile way of that power being
given, There is no necessity at lproscrt
to carry such an amendment. The Bill
should be allowed to run for a while. be-
fore any additional powers are granted
under it. At the end of three years; we
shall all be in a better position to deter-
mine to what extent this legislation should
be amended.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Tinder Clause 9 he
trustees are given unfettered discretion
in the distribution of the money to the
farmers. If we have sufficient confidence
in them -in that regard, we should also
allow them the right to remit palyrntenis
of instalmnrts when they become due.
What guarantee have we that the trus-
tees will not exert pressure upon those who
have received advances? It is reported
that pressuire has been brought to bear
by the Agricultural ]Bank upon group set
tIers. for the repa 'yment of advances.

I-on. J. J. Holmes: Bomne group settler_;
,never intended to pay.

Hon. A. THOMSON: A great measure
of the failure of group settlements lies at
the door of the early administration.

IHon. G. W. 'Miles: The Government were
too generous.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Many group set-
tlers refused to remain on their holdings
because of the conditions that existed in
the early days. If the trustees have not
acquired sufficient comamonsense to know
when instabments should be remitted, they
should no longer be entrusted with their
duties. We should not worry RS tO when
the money is to be repaid. Millions of
pounds have already been lost in this
State.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is whe-
ther the money should be repaid: net when
it should he repaid.

lion. A. THOMSON: I hoped more syin-
pathetic consideration would be given to
the amendment. We should extend to our
trustees the same powers that ore extended
to similar officials in V~ictoria.

hon. 1?. G. MOOR01E: Although I symipa-
thise with farmers, I am opposed to the
Maenent. It would cause more dissatis-
faction than satisfaction. Some farmers
will endeavour to repay the advances made
to them, but others will do their best to
avoid such a thing. Already large swnis of
money are owing to thle Agricultural Bank.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: And the State has to
pay interest on them.

Hon, R., G. MOORE: If this legislation
is carried out in the right spirit, a practic-
ally inexhaustible fund will bie built up.

Hon. H. 17. Piesse: Do you want a per-
mnanent debt adjustment fund?

Hon. G. W. -Miles: It will be there for
20 years anyway.

Hon. R. G, MOORE: Yes, If farmers
cannL1ot repay advances in 20 years, it can
be assumed they should no longer remain on
the land. Most of themn may be on their
feet by that time, bunt many of them will be
dead. Other periods of depression many
occur, and the fund will be there to deal
with thenm. Thle provisions contained in the
Bill are liberal enough.

Hon. L. CRiAIG: The Committee has
already expressed its opposition to making
this money a free gift to the farmers, and
now Mr. Piesse is trying to bring in the
principle by his amendment. The money is
to be used for the purpose of effecting- com-
positions, and 75 per cent. of it will be given
away. The lion. ineniber now wants to givre
everything to the farmers.

Hoel. H. V. Picase: I wnnt thein to have
a chance.

Hon. L~. CRAIG: Advances will not hie
made iii hopeless cases, nor in the case of
farmers who hare a chance of getting
through without. assistance. The Hill deals
only with people who with some assists oct-
have a chance of getting through.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Have yon h~en
through the wheat areas?

Hon. L. CRAIG: As a member of thie
Governmnent Land Purchase Board at one
timne I am familiar with the whole of the
wheat belt. I. am opposed to this money
being made available as a gift. In future
there may be instances of hardship, and the
trustees should have some money to enable
them to assist the farmers concerned. The
provisions of the Bill are liberal as they
stand, and if the measure is properly ad-
ministered, it will accomplish all that i.1
anticipated. It would be wrong in Prin-
eile to place upon the trustees the burden
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of deciding who shall have free money and
who shalt have. loan money.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: 'It is distinctly
wrong for Mr. Craig to say the amend-
ment will mean that the money is to be given
to farmers.

Hon. L. Craig: It 'nayr be given.
Hon. E. H. H. IHA.LL: Nothing of the

kind. The hon. member has remarked about
his innocence, so we must have regard to
that phase.

The CHAIRM1AN: The Commnittee can-
not help that.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The amendment
will merely give the trustees, lpower that they
already possess with regard to advances. If
they are to have unfettered power regard-
ing advances, why should they not have
similar power to-

H-on. G. W. Mliles: Give the money awayl
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That is not the

position. I can only accept that interjection
as an indication of considered misrepresenta-
tion.

Hon. G. W. M-iles: That is not so.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: If I am out of

order in making that statement, I shall with-
draw at once before I am compelled to do
so. I suggest that 'the statement represents
unconscious misrepresentation. The amend-
ment. will give the trustees power to say
what money shall he repaid.

Hon, L. Craig: Nothing of the sort.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It merely means

that the trustees will he able to take into
consideration extraordinary circumstances.
For mny part, I think the money should
he available to the farmers as a free gift.

Hon. L. Craig: To which farmers?
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: To those who

can prove to the trustees that they have
genuinely tried but have failed to succeed
through circumstances over which they
have had no control. There are hundreds
of farmers in that position to-day.

Hon. J. J. HOLMTES: There is a very
important principle underlying the amecnd-
ment. In accordance with the Constitu-
tion, only 'Ministers, who are responsible to
Parliament, can dispose of public money.
Mr. Piesse moved an amendment in a Bill
concerning road boards that had a similar
effect, hut when I pointed out the principle
involved, he agreed that I was right. Now
Mr. Piesse suggests that three trustees
shall have power to give away public
money.

Hon. A. Thomson: How is it possible for
it to he done in Victoria ?

Hon. H. V. Piesse: They are doing it in
South Australia.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: In this State, M3in-
isters only have that power.

Ron. H. S. WV. PARKER: We decided
that this money is to be loaned to farmers
under certain conditions. Everything has
to be taken into consideration in order to
allow farmers to carry on under existing
conditions, and the money will be pro-
vided for those farmers who will be able
to repay it.

Hon. A. Thomson: And give a mortgage
over all their assets.

Hon. H. S. W, PARKER: Most de-
cidedly. -Not only farmers but other people
have got into the habit of endeavouring,
to secure free money from the Government.
Here is another instance of one section
of the community desiring a similar privi-
lege. I do not suggest that every farmer
is in that position. Only the genuine far-
nier will come under this provision, anti
he will be prepared to repay. No advance
of this money will he of any use unless it
is made available on the basis of repay-
ment. If that -were not so, there would
be chaos,' because the trustees would not
be able to carry on properly. As it is, the
amendment would have the effect of the
less energetic farmer securing a benefit at
the expense of the hard-working farmer
who wvill repay. I oppose the amendment.
If circumstances should arise in -which
farmers should be released from their in-
debtedness, I might hold a different view.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes 12

Majority against .

; 1n. C. F. UaTer
F-nn. L. 11. Dalton
Hoit. J. '. Franlin
Won. V. Hameruley
1-ion. T. ZMoore
Han. H. V. Piesqe

lHon. L. Craig
Man. J, M, Prow
Hon. C. G. Elliott
"On. fl, Frs~pr
Iran. J. J. Holmes
Hon. W. D. K~itson

AraB

1

Hon. A. Thomnson
I-on. H. Tuckey
Hon. (1* Wirtennnn
Mo.. 3. Yelland
lion. E. H. H. Hall

(Teller.)

Hon. W. J. Mann
Boo. G' W. hmils
Hon. Rt. G. Moore
Hon. J. NichlnI n
Mon. 11. 5. W. Parker
Fan. M'. Seddnni

(Tellr.)

Amendmrent thus negatived.
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Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported, and the report
adopted.

EILL-TRArFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

In coat tee,
Debate resumed from the 10th October.

Hon. J, Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister iii charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRtMAN: Progress was re-
ported on Clause 4, to which an amend-
went had been moved to strike out para-
graph (a).

The HONORARY MINISTER : The
effect of the amiendmnent would be to strike
out the word "reguIlarly" from the Act
That word [ias made it exceedingly difficult
for the department to succeed in prosecu-
tions, even where they have known definitely
that persons were evading the Act.

lion. A. Thomson : In how mnn cases?
The 1TONT1ORARY 'MINISTER: In scores

of cases. Probably every memiber of the
House knows of a number of eases in which
this sort of thing has taken plac. Because
of the word "regularly" successful prosecu-
tionis arc very rare. Unfortunately the
word is interpreted to mean "constantly."
Even where it is known that p~er'sons are
evading the Act week in and week out, that
is not interprleted as being regularly. To be
sure of a successful prosecution, the authori-
ties would have to show that the defendant
had evaded the Act every day. Without
some such evidence there Is vei.N, little hope
of success. It seems to i that word
"iregularly" should never haive appeared in
the Act.

Hon., I-I. S. WV. Parker-): Probablyv it got it)
there by mistake.

The HONORARY- MINIPSTE'R : I shonld
imagine so. Still, it is there, and advantage
has been taken of it. It has created difficeul-
ties for the department, hence the desire to
eliminate it and so tighten up the Act.

Hon, H. TtTCKEY: If the word "regu-
larly"l is retained in the Act, then the wordls
"~hir-e or reward" in the next paragraph
would also be retained.

The Honorary MNinister: Ohi no . that in
entirely in the hands, of the Committee,

Hon. J. NW.HOLSON: The Committee
appreciates time difficulties, as explained by
the Minister, in prosecutions under this pro0-
v'ision. The word "regularly" has a very

distinct meaning. Thme department must
have had great difficulty in. forcing home
prosecutions, because to pl~ove that a man
has been reguilarly using a vehicle for the
carri.age of goods would depend upon
whethe~r he bad been doing it day by day.
But there is a diflieulty in the way of
striking out the wvord "regularly." A
tariner having a cart or wagon might agree
to allow his neighbour to use it for a day or
two. But to let his friend have the use of
that wagon would require the taking out of
a carrier's license, beause probably the
owvner of the vehicle would bte receiving some
lire or reward, as provided in paragraph
(b). Doubtless the Committee would be
glad to help) the department sheet home
these offenees, but to wipe out the word
frczul arly'' from the Act would create new
dlifficulties.

I-Ion. J. J. Holmes: Where is the war out
of it?,

Hon. J. NIKCH1OLSON': We ight have
at proviso to meet the ease, but it would re-
q1uire some consideration in its draftig.
Certainly tlhe matter is deserving of further
consideration.

H-on. 1-1. S. W. Parker: A proviso pro-
vidingx that it shiall not apply to farmers
assistinig one another.

HoU. J. NICHOLSON: That mnight do.
A fa mi nght want his neighbour to brinig

a. load from the siding to his farm, and onl
the principle off One goodl turn deservinig
another, time farmer igh-1lt reciprocate in
sonic other way. However, I could not at
the tmomnent sugg.est anl amendment that
wvould mieet the case. If the Honorary MHin-
ister would allow the question to stand over,
N-c might put it up to the Crowvn Solicitor
to-m1orrow, when somec of us are to see him
onl another mnatter.

The HONORARY MiNISTER: 1 do niot
think the construction put upon this byv the
lion.' mnniber is the correct one. He referred
to onle farmer obliging anothier by the Car-
riage of produce front the farm, or of goods
from the siding to the farm. That has
nothing to do with a carrier's license. In
those circumst4ances a faniner is exempt from
licensing his vehicle.

Hon. J1. 'Nicholson: But that is for the
transport of his own goods.

The HONORARY 'MIN]STER: That is
so, amid in the instanics quoted by 'the lion,
miember those conditions would apply1.
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Hon. L. B. Bolton: Suppose a farmer
hired his vehicle to his neighbour, as is often
done. He would require at carrier's licenise
for it then.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: If von leave in
the word "regularly,' you (]o not njeed a
license at all; a farmer can thenr (lo all the
carting he wants without a license.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is not fair to the
department.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
may be some point of view which has not
been put 'to me, but if -we are going to tie
up this provision in regard to carriers 1

licenses, it will be necessary to have licenses
before farmers' vehicles are loaned. The
section in the Act states that this kind of
thingF shall not be done except with the per-
mission of the local authorities. Tn the in-
stance mentioned bv the hon. member, is any

loca auhoriy ging- to take exception to
one fanner helping- another?

Hon. A. Thomson: Yon do not know the
road hoard secretaries.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I can-
not imagine a road board secretary taking
any exception. Provided the farmer goes
to his local authority, I should imagine he
would have no difficulty in getting the neces-
sary permission. Tf he did not get permis-
sion and the local authority considered that
he had infringed the law-, I cannot imagine
the local justices taking a very serious view
of the case. So Iong- as the word "reg u-
larky" is retained, the department will have
the utmost difficulty in bringing to book
people who deliberately infringe the Act.
Some unlicensed people engage in carrying
until they are caught. They have found
that cheaper than to take out a carrier's
license.

Hon. A. THOMSON: If "regularly" is
deleted difficulties will be created for people
in the country and in the city. The Act
has operated successfully for five years. If
my information is correct, the point has
only now been raised because one or two
Persons who were not regularly engaged as
earriers were being paid for services ren,-
dered to neighbours. I regret that some
members have not a country conscience, sadi
do not realise the difficulties confronting
the people in the country. All such amend-
ments are detrimental to and impose addi-
tional burdens on country residents. Pay-
ment to a farmer for services to a nei~rb-
hour might take the form of petrol.

Hon. Hf. S. IV. Parker: That would not
be reward.

Hon. A. THOMSON: It would. If any-
one were given payment in any form, there
would be an infringement of the law.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If farmers wish to
be helpful to neighbours they need not
charge for such services.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The hon. member's
province is not affected by this measure.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The district where his
interests are located is affected.

1-otn. A. THOMSON : I represent a pro-
Vice-

Hon. 0. IV. Miles: Represent the State,
not ai province.

Hon. A. THOMSON : I hope that the
Act will not be altered in this wray.

Hon. H. TECKEY: I should like to assist
-Krl. Thomson, but his amendment goes too
far. Perhaps a proviso could be inserted
to protect the people he has in mind. In
many parts of the country difficulty is ex-
perienced to get carriers to pay their license
fees. While they can carry goods without
taking out a license, they will continue to
do so. Those carriers who pay their license
fees complain of unfair competition, and
the local authorities cannot take action un-
less the Act is amended.

H~on. Ht. S. W. PARKER: It is essential
that the word be deleted fromt the Act. While
it remains, I cannot understand any person
taking out a carrier's license. If a man has
a vehicle which he uses only occasionally
for hire and at other times for his own
purposes, he does not reqjuire a carrier'F
license.

Hon. A. Thomson: You would not like
t6 stand up to that opinion.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: It is a fact.
Proof is necessary that the vehicle is regu-
larly used. I would not be averse from in-
serting a proviso to cover the occasional
lending- or hiring of a truck by one farmer
to another, but I do not think there are mnany'
such instances. Services of this kind are
generally rendered in a neiglibourly winy.
hut a local authority would give permission.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: A fanner might be
15 miles distant, and if he wanted to bor-
i-ow a vehicle, why should he have to travel
15 miles to get permission I

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: M1embers want
the Act administered by the local authorities.
not the police, and surely they can trust the
local authorities.
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Hon. C. F. Baxter: All road board see-
retaries are after revenue.

Hon. H. S. WS. PARKER: If any secre-
tary overstepped the bounds, the board
would control him. A man who pays his
license fees should not? be subject to unfair
competition by others.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Nesr 14

Majority against

Ays.

Mon. C, F. naxter
Mon. L. B. Bolton
lion. J. T. Franklin
Eon. E. H. H. Hall

HaIn. V. Hamereley

I-on- L. Craig
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. C. 0. Elliott
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. J, J. Holmes
Hon. W. 1H. Kitson
Han, 0. W, Miles

lion. NV. J. Mann
Hon. H. V. Plesse
Hon. A. Thomson
lion. C. H. Witteiimn

(Teller.)

NOE.

Eon, R. 0. Moore
lion. T. Moore
''nl. I. Nicholson
Hon, H. S. W. Parker
Iloit. ii. Seadon
lion. H. Tucker
Ron. G. Fraser

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Sitting suspended front 6,15 to 23'0 p.mi.

Hon. C. F. BAXTrER: I move an amiend-
men t-

That paragraph (b) be struck out.
If, as proposed by that plaragraph, the
words "for hire or reward" are deleted from
Subsection 2 of Section 6 of the Act, it will
mean that no one can c.arry a passenger in
his ear.

Hon. H-. Tuckey: This does not affect
motors at all, hut only licensed trucks.

The HONORARY MIMISTER:- Mr. Bax-
ter has put an entirely wrong construction
on the paragraph, It applies not to motor
ears, but to motor trucks, which in many
eases are used for the carriage of passeng-
ers. Tt is not uncommon for the owner of a
motor truck to carry from half a dozen up
to 20, or even more, passengers on his truck.

Hon. W. J1. Mann: That happens only oc-
casionally.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is not
so occasional as we would like it to be. In
somec places it occurs regularly.

Hon. W, J1. Mann: Perhaps once a week.
The HONORARY MINISTER: Unques-

tionably this traffic affeets people who take
out licenses for passenger-carrying vehicles
and obtain the necessary insurance policies
protecting their passengers. As regards

country districts, there is the proviso for
obtaining the permission of the local autho-
rity when required. Even recently eases of
serious accident have occurred in connection
with motor trucks carrying large numbers of
passengers.

Hon. J.INicholson: The remedy is to stop
motor trucks from being- used for tile car-
riage of passengers.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER. The
paragraph would help uip to a point, and is
highly desirable. It is not right that motor
trucks should take the cream of the pas-
senger business without insurance policies
being secured and license fees being paid.
That is as regards tile metropolitan area. In
country districts exception would not be
taken to a faniner carrying his family and
neighbours on a motor truck to, say, an
agricultural show.

Eon. W. J, Mann: I1 know where excep-
tion has been taken,

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is ex-
tremely difficult to prove that a ear or truck
owner carries passengers for 'hire to, say, a
football match.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You propose to putt a
&reat hardship on country sport.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not at
all. My experience tells mue that what I
have stated is the practice in mnany country
districts The road board secretary, repre-
senting the local authority, knows all about
the matter, and there is no difficulty in se-
curing through him the necessary permis-
sion for the conveyance of passengers in
those circumstances. However, if an acci-
(lent occurs, there is no remedy for passeng-
ers carried on trucks. We should ensure, as
far as possible, that the trucks are safe.

Hon. J. NXicholson: Can you show us that
the restriction is limited to trucks licensed
to carry goods?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
apparent from Section 6 of the Act.

Hon. L. B. Bolton -. Is -a utility truck
included?

The HON2ORARY MINISTER: It may
be if a carrier's license is taken out f or it.
If a truck is licensed as a carrier's truck
and there is a desire to convey passengers
on it, the passenger vehicle license must be
taken out. So long as the local authority is
satisfied that the truck is suitable for the,
carriage of passengers, there is no difficulty.

Hon. H. V. PIES SE:- I wish to make it
clear that in countryv towns very few
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licenses indeed are taken out for passenger
vehicles. I do not think there is one motor
license taken out from Beverley to Albany.
Of course, where there is summer trade, ve-
hicle licenses are taken out. With the
Minister's assurance that anyone can apply
to the local authority for a license to use a
motor truck for passenger traffic, I regard
the paragraph as fairly reasonable. Foot-
ball, cricket and hockey teams travel from
one centre to another.

I-on. J. Nicholson: On every occasion
the consent of the local authority would
have to be obtained.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: That would be ridi-
culous.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Every country
sports club wishing to transport players
from town to town would have to get per-
mission from the local authority?

Ron. H. Tuckey: Only if the vehicles
Were licensed to carry goods.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The farmer's truck
could not be used.

Hon. J. Nicholson: If the words wvere
struck out, the farmer coulJd not carry
such people.

H.on. H. V. PIESSE: That is the point
on which I wished to be clear.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The striking out
of the words would change the whole as-
pect of the section and the liability of
owners of vehicles. Subsection 2 provides
for a carrier's license for every vehicle
used for the carriage of goods for hire or
reward, and it also provides that a pas-
senger vehicle license is required for such
vehicle. Which vehicle is meant? It
might refer to the vehicle for which a
passenger vehicle license is required. The
contention of the Honorary Minister 'was
that if a carrier's vehicle were used for
passengers, he must, in addition, have a
passenger vehicle license. if we strike out
the wvords, there is a grave risk that any-
one taking passengers on a utility truck
would require a passenger vehicle license.
The Government do not wish to hamper
the farmer in using his truck.

The Honorary Minister: Very few far-
mes vehicles are licensed for carrying.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It would be pre-
ferable to retain the words; otherwise we
shall cause trouble for owners of vehicles
used in that way. Section 5 of the Act
sets out that a vehicle license is required
for any vehicle described in the Second

Schedule. Section 5 and subsequent sec-
tions deal with the different types of ve-
hicle, and Subsection 2 of Section 6 deals
with the carrier's license required for
every vehicle regularly used for the car-
riage of goods. There is no definition of
what a passenger vehicle license compre-
hends. Difficulty will be created if we
strike out the words, and therefore I must
support the amendment. The inclusion
in paragraph (c) of Clause 4 of the right
of the owner of the vehicle to carry luem-
hers of his family or workmen would im-
port that if a friend were picked up who
did not come within the classification,
there would be an infringement of the
Act.

I-Ion. H. Tuckey: What kind of vehicle?
H-on. J. NICHOLSON: Any vehicle, be-

cause of the lack of description in the
Act.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You are not clarify-
ing the position at all.

Hon. A. Thomson: It depends on the
point of view. I think he is.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You cannot clairify
it to those who do not wish to see.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am not rais-
ing objections unnecessarily. I am point-
ing out the possible interpretations if the
words are struck out.

Hon. L. Craig: It would only apply to
vehicles used to carry goods for hire or
reward.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOYN: That is question-
able. The Honorary Minister referred to
trucks used for carriage of passengers in
opposition to men who were licensed. The
trouble could be overcome by prohibiting
any person using a truck for the carriage
of passengers except by leave of the local
authority.

The Honorary Minister: Would that
suit Mr. Baxter?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We should leave
in the words "for hire or reward."

The HONORARY 3I~fNISTER: In the
Act Subsection 1 of Section 6 provides that
a carrier's license is required for every
vehicle used for the carriage of goods for
hire or reward, and a passenger vehicle
license is also required for such vehicle if it
is used for the carriage of passengers for
hire or reward.

Hon. H. Tuckey: You are not altering
that.
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The HONORARY -MINISTER: No, that
stands. We say that a carrier's license is
necessary in certain circumstances and if a
vehicle whiclh has at carrier's license is used
for the purpose of carrying passengers, then
it is also necessary for the owner of that
vehicle to take out a passenger vehicle
license as well. In the Bill we say that if it
is desired to use that particular vehicle to
carry passengers, then permnission must be
obtained from the local authorities. By
striking out the words; "hire or reward" it
simply means that where a person owning
a vehicle for which lie has a carrier's license
desires to use that vehicle for carring pas-
sengers, the local authority must he satis-
fied that the vehicle is suitable for that pur-
pose.

Hon. A. Thomson: Even if he carries
them for nothing.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. So
that the owner wvill know where he stands,
we must have a line of demarcation and
therefore we have included in the Bill mem-
bers of the family, etc. There are a number
of country districts where the local authori-
ties have been missing quite a lot of revenue
for a long tie by virtue of the fact that
many people have been using vehicles for
the purpose of carrying passengers without
paying a license. They have been compet-
ing against others who not only pay a
license for carrying passengers but wvho are
compelled to take out insurance policies to
protect their passengers. The passenger-
carrying vehicle has to be insured. In the
metropolitan area I have seen people taking
out parties, even as many as 30, on a truck,
and by devious means they arc able to pre-
vent the department from proving that the
passengers are paying for the use of the
particular vehicle. If a person applies to
a local authority and the local authority is
satisfied that the safety of the passengers
will be properly looked after, permission
will be given.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Why not leave the
country out of it?

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: The
local authorities generally will welcome this
provision, though not altogether from the
point of view of getting revenue.

Hon. H. Seddon: It will ensure the safety
of the people.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Minister's
main argument is about the danger of carry-
ing people on trucks. We are tightening up
Acts of Parliament to such anl extent that

people %vill have no pleasure at all. The
people about wvhomi I am concerned are those
who arc in isolated areas and who may have
an opportunity of getting a lift into town
on a motor truck or sonmc other vehicle. IIn
the towns in my province I doa not know that
there are vehicles licensed to carry passen-
gers, yet people are to 1)e precluded from
riding onl motor trucks. Everything seems
to be for administration and nothing for
the people.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
construction put on the clause by -Mr. Bax-
ter is not correct. He talks of certain
vehicles tarrying passengers at the present
timle. I assume he is referring to vehicles of
any kind-contract carters' vehicles or
triucks generally. I again drawv his attention
to Subsection 1 of Section 6 of the Act, in
which the words occur "for hire or read1
If those people are doing what the hon.
member says they are doing, they are comi-
mitting a breach of the existing Act.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: But they receive no
rewvard. You are cutting out "hire or re-
ward" and bringing them in.

The HONORARY MKINISTER: It does
not matter what sort of vehicle they
aire using, they should have passenger vehicle
licenses. I do not want members to put a
wvrong construction oil the provision. I have
explained it fully, and personally I can see
nothing wvrong with it. I do not see that
there will be any real inconvenience in the
country if the paragraph be agreed to.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: If it were the sug-
gestionl of the Minister that this should
apply to the metropolitan area alone, I
might support it. I still think he is doing
the country more harm than he imagines.
He has stressed the point that it is easy to
get permission from the local authorities.
But in a district I know of the "sports" take
turn and turn about on Saturday afternoons
and Sundays to pick up members of their
football or cricket teams, and I know of
several instances where they would have had
to go some 30 miles to obtain the permis-
sion of the local authority.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is there no telephone
in that district?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: How could you
expect to get permission by telephone?

Hon. L. Craig: But the local authoiity
would not take action in that casie.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I know what local
authorities will do if they have the power,
for I have had experience of it. This pro-
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vision will inflict great hardship on country
districts. 'What is the position regarding
truck licenses onl a farm? Is the farmer
allowed to take passengers anywhere for
hire or rewvard?

Hon. Is. Craig:. No, but he is allowed to
take passengers.

Hon. J. J. HOLM1ES: Some members
who say they do not understand the posi-
tion do not wish to understand it. The sc-
tion in the Act provides that a carrier's
license is required for every vehicle used
for the carriage of goods for hire or re-
ward, and a passenger vehicle license is
also required for such vehicle. 'Mr. Nichol-
son declares he cannot determine whieb
vehicle is meant. However, it amiounts to
this: that if it is required to carry passen-
gers, a passenger vehicle license is neces-
sat-y.

The Honorary M1inister: That is so.
Hon. A. THOMSON: The hon. member

has clarified the position by making it a
little more obscure. If the words "hire
orp reward' are struck out it will mean that
a n who has a carrier's license will be
coinmitingr a breach of the Act if he gives
thle Minlister a ride in his truck, and so will
be liable for a penalty of £20. 1 hope the
Minister will insist oil the words remaining
in the Act.

Hon. WV. .J. MHANN: This looks like a
stunt to enable the local authorities to get
a little more revenue. In many districts
a number of men in a road gang have to
go out 20 iles away' from home and camp.
Working with the gang are motor trucks
that have carriers' licenses. At the end of
the wveek those men, if they want to spend
the week-end with their families, have to
take advantage of one of the trucks going in.
Are they to be deprived of that opportun-
ity?

Hon. G. Fraser: Are they not charged
for the journey?

H-on. AV. J. M.%AN N: That doesn't matter
at all.

Hon. G. Fraser: Oh yes it does.
Hon. W. J. MANN : I know of a firm

that has two large trucks licensed for carry-
ing goods, and those trucks cover a large
radius of country. When homeward bound
they will not be able to pick up any of the
firm's friends who might wish to make a
business call on the firm. I have admira-
tion for many local authoriti s. but on the
other hand I have k-nown % local traffic
officer to go four or five miles out of town

and hide in the bush so as to catch an un-
fortunate truck-driver who had taken three
or four friends out with him.

Hon. H. Tuckey: It could not be done
under the existing Act.

Hon. WV. J. MANN: There is a great deal
to be said for the suggestion that if this
provision is to apply at all, it should apply
only in the metropolitan area. Some men
who were working about 20 miles out of
town decided one evening -to go to the pic-
tures in the town. The only available
vehicle was the truck they were using on
the road, and the driver agreed to take
them in. They got in all right and went to
the pictures, but the traffic officer appeared
and attempted to assert his authority, and
very nearly prevented them from getting
hack to their camp.

Hon. Rf. G. MOORE: I do not think
I know as much about the subject now as
I did before the discussion started. Still
I am going to support the retention of the
words ''hire or reward,'' because after
all the person whom the department wishes
to catch is he wvho is carrying passengers
for hire or reward. Of course if it is a
vehicle licensed to carry goods, that vehicle
conies under the Act. If the vehicle is
not licensed to carry goods, the owner is
not responsible, according to the Honor-
ary Minister. The person who hais already
paid the license fee will he penalised, but
the man who has a utility truck of his
own and has no carrier's license will be
able to carry passengers free. Because
it is difficult to prove that a man is carry-
ing people for reward, that is not to say

'ye should strike out these words. I do
not want it to be possible for the police
to prosecute a mail who out of kindness
gives some pedestrian a lift ailong the
road. I would rather see the Act abused
by actions of that kind, than see it abused
in the way it would be if these words
were deleted.

Amendment put and a (divisionl called for.
The CHAIRMAN: Before tellers are

appointed, I shall record my vote with
the ayes.

Division taken with the following 1ic-
suit:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

7

8
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Ayala.

i-Ion. C. F. usags H-.o. W. J. MaIa
Hon. L.. KHoiton Hon.. J.'Nicholson
Hon. J. Cornell Bon. H. V. Please
Hion. L. Craig ii 11 . Seddon
Hon. C. G. Elliott Bon. A. Tbonssoa
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon. C. H. Witteooom
Honl. E. H. H. Hall H.n. R. G. AMoore
Hon. V. Hawersisy -(Tell"r.)

NoEs
Hon. C Fraser Hon. T. Mloore
Ron. J. J1. Holmes lion. H. Tuckey
Hon. W. H. Kitson Bon. E.N. Gray
Hon. G. W. Miles (Tell"r.)

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have drafted
a new paragraph to provide that no license
shall be required by any person who uses
or lends for use wvith or without hire or
reward any vehicle belonging to him for
the benefit of some other persons during
seasonal operations, etc., or on regular
occasions not being on successive dates.
My object is to make good the deletion of
the word "r~egularly." W'~e could provide
that a License is not required when one
person lends a vehicle to another, such as
a farmer lending his truck to a neighbbour.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that a long
amendment of that character should be
put on the Notice Paper, and dealt with
on the Bill being recommitted.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I agree, Mir.
Chairman, and will adopt your suggestion.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-
ment-

That paragraph (e) be struck out.

Amendment put and passed, the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 13-agreed to.

Clause 14-Amiendmnent of Section 5:

Hon. W. J. MANN: I move anl amiend-
ment-

That a new paragraph to stand as para-
graph (c) ise inserted as follows:-By adding
a further subsection as follows -(3) In ad-
dition to the obligations set out in subsection
(1) it shall be the duty of any person who, in
the course of using a vehicle oil a road has
caused injury to another person, to render such
person nll such assistance as may be necessary
or practicable under the circumstances, includ-
ing the obtaining of medical aidp and any

.person who refuses or neglects to render such
assistance and obtain such aid shall be guilty
of an offence against this Act. Penalty: Fifty
pounds; and, if in the opinion of the court the
offender has shown a callous disregard for the
injured person, the court shall in addition fin.
pose a sentence of imnprisonment for a term not
exceeding twelve months.
Not much explanation is needed. There is
quite enough evidence of the need for some

stringent provision dealing with the hit-and-
run driver. The amendment may sceem se-
vere, hut it applies only to the driver who
shows callous disregard such as we hear of
every week. Numerous illustrations might
be adduced in support of the amendment.

The HONORARY M1INISTER: I raise
lio objection to the amendmnat. Discretion
as to imposing imprisonment remains with
the court. The monetary penalty proposed
is certainly not too severe.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
ats amended, agreed to.

Clause 15-New Section 23a; Duty to re-
port accidents:

Hon. A. THOMSON: I move an amend-
int-

'That in proposed new Section 25A after the
words ''police station,"' line 7, there be in-
serted '"or traffic inspectoi.07

This amendment is moved at thle request otf
a local authority, and will be of convenience
to all townss in the Great Southern district.
It may he more convenient to report to the
municipal traffic inspector than to the
police. If costs are incurred by the prose-
cution, the local authority wvill have to bear
them; and if a fine is imposed, it would go
into the revenue of the local authority.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as aensded, agreed to.

Clauses 16 to 19-agreed to.
Clause 20-Repeal of Section 35; New

section:
Hon. L. 9. BOLTON: On thle second

reading 1. appealed to the Minister to delete
the latter portion of the schedule dealing
with weighits allowed to be carried by horse-
drawn vehicles with iron or steel tere. The
old scale haes operated for ninny years, and
in my opinion has proved reasonable and
fair. Upon the passing of the old Act, the
tyres of many vehicles had to be altered.
The overnlnent should encourn-e the use

of horse-drawn vehicles in country districts.
The HONORARY MINISTER: I can-

not accede to Mr. Bolton's request. The
alteration does not apply where the width
of the bearing section of the tyre is sir
inches or more.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: There are not three
such vehicles in the State.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
must be more than the bon. member sug-
gests.
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Hon. L. B. Bolton: Only large jinkers.
The ]HONORARY MI1NISTER: Section

35 of the principal Act does not define types
of tyres in comnputing, the weight to be car-
ried by a vehicle. I am advised by the de-
partmental experts that the proposed altera-
tion is absolutely necessary. Mr. Bolton
should give some reasons for his suggested
exclusion of the second part of the schedule.

Hon. A. THOM_%SON: The Honorary
Minister should give a comparison of the
weight proposed to be carried on a 41n.
tyre as against the old weight. T. under-
stand the proposed alteration materially re-
duces the load to be carried on an ordinary
4-wheeled ivaggon. Can the -Minister state
why the department deem the proposed
alteration necessary? The discussion in
another place does not disclose the reason.

The Honorary Minister: Whecn the sche-
dule is reached I shall be able to give in-
format ion on that aspect.

Hon. A. THOM1SON: The clause might
be postponed until after the schedule has
beiln dealt with.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
no objection to that. I moi-

That consideration of the clause be post-
poned.

Motion passed, the clause posqtponed.
Clause 21.-Amendment of Section 41:

Ron, A4. THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment-

That thte following be ridded to stand as
paragraph (c): ''By adding the following
subparagraph after subparagraph (xvi) of
Subsection 1:-xi)Prohibit, restrict, or
regulate the practice or occupation of attend-
ing or watching over vehicles on roads or pub-
lic places for fee or reward known as 'car
watching,' and control persons engaging in
such practice or occupation when not pro-
hibited from so doing."

Having discussed this matter with a Min-
ister in another place and with the Hon-
orary Minister, I have come to the con-
clusion that the amendment would inflict
hardship ,on local authorities who have
established parking areas. I had expected
to see an alternative amendment from the
Honorary Minister on the Notice Paper,
providing for car watchers and also pro-
tecting local authorities. We know the
amount of money received by a sub-branch
of the R..S.L. for car watching at the
Royal Show.

Hon. J. T. Franklin: But that was on
private property, not on a public street.

TIhe HONORARY MINISTER: I sug-
gest an alternative which, in the opinion
of the Government, would be preferable. It
reads-

A new section is hereby inserted after Setc-
tion 43 of the principal Act:-

43A. (1) No person shall act as a car
watcher on any road or in any public place in
the district of any municipality or ruad board
(including the district of the council of any
municipality or road board in the metropolitan
area as from time to time defined by regula-
tion under this Act) unless licensed in that be-
half by the council of the municipality or by
the board of the read district as the case may
be.

(2) Art'y such license shall be an annual
license and may be issued subject to such con-
ditions (including conditions as to cancella-
tion) ais the council or the board issuing the
license thinks fit.

(3) The council or the board shall bare ab-
solute discretion as to the issue of any license
to any person, and shall not be bound to give
any reasons for refusing to issue any license.

(4) In addition to any power of cancella-
tion of a license reserved under the terms of
the license, a breach by the holder of any of
tIhe conditions of the license shall be an offence
against this Act and shall be punishable by a
fine not exceeding twenty pounds.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is excellent.
Memhers. 'Move it now.
The CHAIRMAN: The Minister is pro-

posing to move it as a new section, and
it will have to be dealt with at the end
of the Bill.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 22-Amendment of Section 52:
The HONORARY MINISTER: I move

an amendment-
That the following paragraph be inserted

after paragraph (b):-" (c) by striking out
the words 'and published in the Gazette,' in
the fifth and sixth lines of Subsection 4."
The present procedure is too cumbersome.
It might occupy a fortnight or more and
meanwhile the vehicle could be used with-
out being covered by insurance.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to,

Clauses 23 to 25-agreed to.
Clause 26--Repeal of Fourth Schedule;

new schedule enacted:
Hon. A. THOMSON: Will the "Minister

explain this clause?9
Progress reported.

H1ouse adjourned at 9.8 p.m.
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